
z Welcome  z
Welcome to the fourth edition of my Newsletter, in which I’ll 
bring you up to date with news and developments on the 
Prescot Roll of Honour.

In addition to sending this Newsletter to subscribers, it is also 
available for download on the web site and you may find the 
following statistics of some interest.

Having made previous versions of the Newsletter available, 
the list below shows how many times they have been 
downloaded. 
• Newsletter #1 – initial distribution 63, downloads 356
• Newsletter #2 – initial 45, total 332
• Newsletter #3 – initial 72, total 274

That’s over 900 downloads in total, which is very pleasing to 
see. I also think that these figures suggest that there is an 
interest in what is happening with this research and I am 
delighted to continue generating these newsletters. If there is 
anything you would like to see included, either in the 
newsletter or on site, then just email me at mail@prescot-
rollofhonour.info and I will investigate further. 

Thank you

Stephen Nulty, June 2013

PRESCOT ROLL OF HONOUR
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Update on the tale of Thomas Caslin
I am delighted to report that CWGC have now ordered a headstone for Thomas 
Caslin (pictured, right), and this will be erected within St Mary’s Churchyard when 
it is ready. CWGC will work with Knowsley Council to determine the best location 
for the stone, but I hope it is placed close to the BICC Memorial Plaques. As his 
original burial place within the churchyard is not known, this stone will be 
inscribed with “Buried Elsewhere In This Churchyard”, along with Thomas’ details.

I have been in contact with Pte Caslin’s family and they are delighted with this 
development. I will report further when I have a date for the stone’s arrival – 
CWGC will only say at this stage that it could take up to two years!

Web: www.prescot-rollofhonour.info  Email: mail@prescot-rollofhonour.info

mailto:mail@prescot-rollofhonour.info
mailto:mail@prescot-rollofhonour.info
mailto:mail@prescot-rollofhonour.info
mailto:mail@prescot-rollofhonour.info
http://www.prescot-rollofhonour.info
http://www.prescot-rollofhonour.info
mailto:mail@prescot-rollofhonour.info
mailto:mail@prescot-rollofhonour.info


“On This Day”
A new  feature on the Homepage is the “On This 
Day We Remember” link. When used, it  reports 
on the basic details of those men whose 
anniversary it is on that particular date. If there 
are none to report, then the function will not be 
visible.

“Casualty Calendar”
If you would like to find details of the men who 
died in a particular month, you’ll find this 
feature useful. Simply select the month 
adjacent to the year in which you are 
interested then click on the year. The resulting 
display shows men who died in that month and 
year. Their names are presented as hyperlinks, 
enabling you to look at their page in more 
detail

Membership
Instead of simply allowing feedback though the 
Guest Book, I have now  added the ability to 
leave a comment on an individual casualty 
page. In order to use this function, you will have 
to be a registered member. This is a simple 
process as shown below.

There is a random question asked, all with 
simple answers, as part of the anti-spam check.

Once you are a member, you can click on the 
“New  Comment” button at the bottom of each 
page to add your own comment. Your personal 
details (email address) will NOT be displayed.

Please note that this feature is currently only set 
up for the Casualty pages and not the men 
listed as “Also Served”

Gallery
As the name implies, the Gallery is simply a 
collection of the servicemen’s images from the 
site.

With Thanks To..
The new  features are delivered courtesy o 
Dave Whitmore, to whom I  am eternally 
grateful.

Web Site Functions
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Comments Example

The first screen shot shows how comments can be added to a Casualty Page, while the 
second shows an example of how a comment is displayed.

‘Also Served’ Update
My research into the men of Prescot who served and returned continues, and I am looking into 
new names every week. There are currently 299 men included on the site under this category, but 
my list of men waiting to be researched still runs to around 700 more names !!

In addition, there are now 378 casualties on the site. When I first launched the site, there were 315, 
but as I have now added the men of the BICC Memorial plaques, including those who did not live 
in Prescot, the number has increased significantly.

The St Helens Rolls of Honour, which was only 
launched in November 2011, goes from 
strength to strength in its commemoration of 
the men of St Helens who died in the World  
Wars. The site is constantly being updated 
with details of the men named on the 
various memorials around the town and was 
recently the subject of the Star Letter in 
Family History magazine.

I am proud to have been involved in some 
of the background work to this site, and 
hope that regulars of Prescot Roll of Honour 
will pay a visit to this fantastic site, a resource 
which the good folk of St Helens should be 
very pleased to have at their disposal. 

St Helens Rolls of  Honour

www.sthelensrollsofhonour.co.uk
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Prescot in 1901

A few years after I started this research, I transcribed the 1901 Census for Prescot in order 
to better understand the structure of the overall population of the town, as well as the 
specific families. 

The transcribed document is available for free download as a PDF on the Local History page, and 
again I am delighted to see that it has been downloaded some 1100 times !! I am working my way 
through the 1911 census of the town, but that is someway from completion. However, I have 
transcribed the Enumerator’s Summary Books, which list the heads of all households and record all 
property, including those which are uninhabited. Though not yet available for download, I am happy to 
send a copy of this document on request, so please email if you’re interested.

Unknowns/Not Identified
Despite the years of research which has 
gone into the Prescot Roll of Honour, I still 
have a few men who I have been 
unable to trace. Can you help to identify 
the following? If so, contact me via the 
site.

Most, if not all, of these men are named 
on the BI Memorial…..
• W Atherton
• T Ashton
• G White
• G Unsworth
• W Lloyd
• H Hunter
• G Dwyer

Prescot Museum’s Commemoration of 
the 100th Anniversary of the start of 
the Great War

I have been approached by the staff at 
Prescot Museum who are looking to develop 
a series of factsheets as part of the 100th 
Anniversary commemorations next year. I 
have agreed that they may use any of the 
information on my website, providing they 
acknowledge the source. I haven’t seen any 
examples of these fact sheets as yet, but 
hopefully when published and distributed, 
they will generate more visitors to the 
website.

Data	  Sources	  -‐	  
1)	  British	  Newspaper	  Archive

I	   took	   out	   a	   subscription	   to	   the	   British	  
Newspaper	  Archive	   (BNA)	  a	   few	  months	  back,	  
and	   it	   has	  proved	   really	  useful	   in	  my	  research.	  
Although	   the	   Prescot	   Reporter,	  Weekly	   News	  
etc.	   are	   not	   yet	   digitised	   and	   available,	   the	  
Liverpool	  Echo	  for	  the	  whole	   of	   the	  Great	  War	  
period	   is	  available	   for	   viewing	   and	  downloads,	  
and	   I	   have	   found	   mention	   of	   quite	   a	   few	   of	  
“my”	  Prescot	  men	  in	  the	  archives.

Unfortunately,	  the	  people	  at	  BNA	  won’t	  let	  me	  
know	  when	  Prescot	  newspapers	  are	  scheduled	  
to	   become	   available,	   but	   when	  they	  are,	   I	   am	  
sure	  that	  they	  will	  contain	  a	  massive	  amount	  of	  
information	  which	  can	  be	  used	  in	  my	  research.

The	   image	   below	   shows	   an	   extract	   from	   the	  
LIverpool	   Echo	  on	  3rd	   July	   1916,	   reporting	   the	  
news	  of	  the	  Somme	  offensive
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Data	  Sources	  -‐	  2)	  Probate	  Records

Another	  useful	  resource	  which	  has	  now	  become	  available	  online	   is	   the	  National	  Probate	  Registry,	  
available	  by	  subscription	  to	  Ancestry	  members.	  This	  register	   records	   the	  basic	   details	  of	  the	  death	  
of	  people	  who	  had	  made	  a	  will,	  and	  includes	  several	  men	  from	  my	  site.	  This	  all	  adds	  value	  to	  their	  
Roll	  of	  Honour	  entry,	  giving	  a	  further	  insight	  into	  the	  non-‐military	  aspect	  of	  the	  men	  who	  died.	  The	  
image	  below	  shows	  the	  entry	  for	  Harry	  Whitaker.

Further Afield......

Rainhill Memorial

I was delighted to be approached by Brian Renshall of Rainhill Civic Society a few months back. 
Brian asked if I could help them to understand and plan a suitable way of commemorating the 
100th Anniversary of the start of the Great War in August 2014. I did an initial analysis of the men 
named on the Civic Memorial, and provided Brian with the results of this. I also pointed out that 
in addition to the 34 men named on the Civic Memorial, I could identify a further 24 men with 
Rainhill connections who died in the conflict.   

The Civic Society are using this information to help 
them to plan their commemoration and I hope to 
report back on this in a later Newsletter.

One interesting fact which emerged from my initial 
research was that George Horace Danby, who is 
named on the Civic Memorial, is not commemorated 
by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

I have submitted his details to CWGC for them to 
consider. Initial feedback is that he should be 
commemorated, but I am waiting for official confirmation of this. 

One thing that I still need to establish is where he was buried, as CWGC will look to 
commemorate him at his place of burial if it can be located. If you can help identify his final 
resting place, please get in touch with me via the website.
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Grange Park Golf Club Memorial

A member of the club contacted me to ask if I had any information on one of the men 
named on this memorial. As it was the first I had heard of the memorial, I replied to ask 

f o r t h e n a m e s o f t h o s e 
commemorated and was given a few 
pictures of the memorial. I found it 
unusual in that of the 8 men named, all 
but one were Officers, the one 
“ O t h e r R a n k ” b e i n g P r i v a t e 
Christopher McGowran, a native of 
Dublin, who worked as the Club 
Professional.

I created a small booklet with the 
stories of these men, and I believe 
that the club are selling this to 
members to raise funds for the 
Captain’s Charity

St Georges Chapel/West Park Plaque

On my trip to Ypres, I visited St George’s Chapel, an Anglican church built close to the centre of 
the old town after the Great War. It is an amazing place and the walls are adorned with memorial 
plaque to individuals, units and even towns as shown on the next page

http://www.stgeorgesmemorialchurchypres.com/

As I walked around the chapel, I was delighted to find a plaque commemorating the Old Boys of 
West Park School (now De La Salle) in St Helens, as this was the school I attended. 

I contacted the school on my return to ask for the names of the 6 men commemorated and they 
were only to happy to provide these details to me.

We therefore remember…
• Lt William Frodsham, Killed in Action, 9th September 1916
• L/Cpl Charles Edwards, Killed in Action, 31st July 1917
• Pte Herbert Marsh, Killed in Actions, 3rd August 1917
• Pte Frank Cunliffe, Killed in Action, 21st March 1918
• 2/Lt Edward McDermott, Killed in Action, 12th April 1918
• L/Cpl Thomas Keelty, Killed in Action, 14th October 1918

See Images Overleaf
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Images from St George’s Chapel, Ypres

Follow	  Prescot	  Roll	  of	  Honour	  on	  Twitter


